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IRU�/XUOLQH�0F*UHJRU� 
 
$K��DK�FULHV�WKH�FURZ�DUFKLQJ�
WRZDUG�WKH�KHDY\�VN\�RYHU�
WKH�PDULQD� 
/DQGV�RQ�WKH�FURZQ�RI�WKH�
SDOP�WUHH� 
 
$K��DK�VODSV�WKH�XUJHQW�FRYH�
RI�RFHDQ�VZLPPLQJ�WKURXJK�
WKH�VOLSV� 
:H�FDUU\�FDQRHV�WR�WKH�HGJH�
RI�WKH�VDOW� 
 
$K��DK�JURDQV�WKH�FUHZ�ZLWK�
WKH�ZHLJKW��WKH�ZLQGV�FXWWLQJ�
VNLQ� 
:H�FODLP�RXU�VHDWV��3HOLFDQV�
SHUFK�LQ�WKH�GUDIW�IRU�ILVK� 
 
$K��DK�EHDWV�RXU�OXQJV�DQG�
ZH�DUH�UDFLQJ�LQWR�WKH�
ZDYHV� 
7KRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�ZRUOGV�EH�
ORZ�XV�DQG�DERYH�XV��ZH�DUH�
VWUDLJKW�DKHDG� 
 
$K��DK�WDWWRRV�WKH�HQJLQHV�RI�
\RXU�SODQH�DJDLQVW�WKH�VN\—
DZD\�IURP�WKHVH�ZDWHUV� 
(DFK�SDGGOH�VWURNH�IROORZV�
WKH�FXUYH�IURP�UHDFK�WR�ORVV� 
 
$K��DK�FDOOV�WKH�VXQ�IURP�D�
ILVKLQJ�ERDW�ZLWK�D�SDOH��\HO�
ORZ�VDLO��:H�IO\�E\�RQ�RXU�
UHWXUQ��RYHU�WKH�QHW�RI�HWHUQL�
W\�WKURZQ�RXW�IRU�VWDUV� 
 
$K��DK�VFUDSHV�WKH�KXOO�RI�P\�
VRXO��$K��DK� 
 







 
-R\�+DUMR 
³$K��$K´ 
+RZ�:H�%HFDPH�+XPDQ��
1HZ�DQG�6HOHFWHG�3RHPV��
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let ruin end here 
 
let him find honey 
where there was 
once a slaughter 
 
let him enter the 
lion’s cage 
& find a field of 
lilacs 
 
let this be the 
healing 
 
&if not  let it be 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
******* 
Danez Smith 
“little prayer” 
Don’t Call Us 
Dead (2017)  
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ŝƚƐ�ǌĞƐƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ 
ƐŵĂůů�ƐŚĂƌŬΖƐ-ƚŽŽƚŚ 
ƐŚĂƉĞĚ�ĨƌĂŐŵĞŶƚƐ 
ŽĨ�ƌĞƐƚ�ĂŶŐůĞĚ 
ŝŶ�ŝƚ͘��Ŷ�ŚŽƵƌ    
ŽĨ�ĐŝƚǇ�ŚŽůĚƐ�ŵĂǇďĞ    
Ă�ŵŝŶƵƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ    
ƌĞŵŶĂŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƟŵĞ    
ǁŚĞŶ�ƐŝůĞŶĐĞ�ƌĞŝŐŶĞĚ͕    
ĐŽŵƉĂĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ    
ĂƐ�Ă�ƐŚĂƌŬ͘�^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ    
Ă�ďŝƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƚĂŝů    
Žƌ�ĮŶ�ĐĂŶ�ƐƟůů    
ďĞ�ƐĞŶƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌŬƐ͘ 
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dŚĞ�EŝĂŐĂƌĂ�ZŝǀĞƌ�;ϮϬϬϱͿ 

 
 
 
0LVV�0XUSK\�LQ�ILUVW�JUDGH 
ZURWH�LWV�QDPH�LQ�FKDON 
DFURVV�WKH�ERDUG�DQG�WROG�XV 
LW�ZDV�URDULQJ�GRZQ�WKH�
VWRUPWUDFNV 
RI�WKH�0LON\�:D\�DW�IULJKWIXO�
VSHHG 
DQG�LI�LW�ZDQGHUHG�RII�LWV�FRXUVH 
DQG�VPDVKHG�LQWR�WKH�HDUWK 
WKHUH¶G�EH�QR�VFKRRO�WRPRUURZ� 
$�UHG-EHDUGHG�SUHDFKHU�IURP�
WKH�KLOOV 
ZLWK�D�ZLOG�ORRN�LQ�KLV�H\HV 
VWRRG�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�VTXDUH 
DW�WKH�SOD\JURXQG¶V�HGJH 
SURFODLPLQJ�KH�ZDV�VHQW�E\�*RG 
WR�VDYH�HYHU\�RQH�RI�XV� 
HYHQ�WKH�OLWWOH�FKLOGUHQ� 
³5HSHQW��\H�VLQQHUV�´�KH�
VKRXWHG� 
ZDYLQJ�KLV�KDQG-OHWWHUHG�VLJQ� 
$W�VXSSHU�,�IHOW�VDG�WR�WKLQN 
WKDW�LW�ZDV�SUREDEO\ 
WKH�ODVW�PHDO�,¶G�VKDUH 
ZLWK�P\�PRWKHU�DQG�P\�VLVWHUV� 
EXW�,�IHOW�H[FLWHG�WRR 
DQG�VFDUFHO\�WRXFKHG�P\�SODWH� 
6R�PRWKHU�VFROGHG�PH 
DQG�VHQW�PH�HDUO\�WR�P\�URRP� 
7KH�ZKROH�IDPLO\¶V�DVOHHS 
H[FHSW�IRU�PH��7KH\�QHYHU�KHDUG�
PH�VWHDO 
LQWR�WKH�VWDLUZHOO�KDOO�DQG�FOLPE 
WKH�ODGGHU�WR�WKH�IUHVK�QLJKW�DLU� 
 
/RRN�IRU�PH��)DWKHU��RQ�WKH�URRI 
RI�WKH�UHG�EULFN�EXLOGLQJ 
DW�WKH�IRRW�RI�*UHHQ�6WUHHW�– 
WKDW¶V�ZKHUH�ZH�OLYH��\RX�NQRZ��
RQ�WKH�WRS�IORRU� 
,¶P�WKH�ER\�LQ�WKH�ZKLWH�IODQQHO�
JRZQ 
VSUDZOHG�RQ�WKLV�FRDUVH�JUDYHO�
EHG 
VHDUFKLQJ�WKH�VWDUU\�VN\� 
ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�HQG� 
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dŚĞ�ƉĂƚŚ�ƚŽ������ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�^ĐŚŽŽů 
ǁĂƐ�ƉĂŝĚ�ĨŽƌ�ďǇ�Ă�ůƵĐŬǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͗ 
�>d�Z�d/KE^͕�Yh�>/&/���
^��D^dZ�^^�/EYh/Z��t/d,/E͘ 
dĞƐƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƐůĞĞǀĞƐ͕�ŚĞƌƐ 
ŶĞǀĞƌ�ƉƵĐŬĞƌĞĚ—ƉƵīĞĚ�Žƌ�ƐůĞĞŬ͕� 
ůĞŐ-Ž͛-ŵƵƩŽŶ�Žƌ�ƌĂŐůĂŶ— 
ƚŚĞǇ�ďĂƌĞůǇ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂŵƉ�
ĐůŽƚŚ 
ƚŽ�ƐƚĞĂŵ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ͘ 
 
dŚŽƐĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶƐ͘�
�ǀĞŶŝŶŐƐ 
ƐŚĞ�ƚŽŽŬ�ŝŶ�ƉŝĞĐĞǁŽƌŬ͕�ƚŚĞ�
ƚƌĞĂĚůĞ�ŵĂĐŚŝŶĞ 
ǁŝƚŚ�ŝƚƐ�ůŽĐŽŵŽƟǀĞ�ǁŚŝƌ 
ƚƌĂǀĞůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƚ�ƉĂƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ŶĞĞĚůĞ 
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƋƵŝĐŬƐĂŶĚ�ƚĂīĞƚĂ 
Žƌ�ǀĞůǀĞƚ�ĚĞĞƉ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĨŽƌĞƐƚ͘ 
�ŶĚ�ŶŽǁ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽǁ�ƐĂŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƚƌĞĂĚůĞ͕ 
/�ŬŶŽǁ͕�/�ŬŶŽǁ͘�͙ 
 
�ŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĂǇ�ĂŐĂŝŶ͕�Ăůů�
ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ 
Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĸĐĞ�ŵĂĐŚŝŶĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĐůĂĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚĂƩĞƌ 
ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ—ƌŽƵŐŚĞƌ͕� 
ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŐŽ�ŽŶ�ĨŽƌĞǀĞƌ 
ƵŶƟů�ƐŚĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďƌĞĂŬ�Ă�ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚ�
ǁŽƌĚƐ 
ǁŝƚŚ�ŶŽ�ĞƌƌŽƌƐ—ĂŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ 
 
ŶŽ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉŽƐƚƉŽŶĞĚ�ŐƌŽĐĞƌŝĞƐ͕ 
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďůƵĞ�ƉĂŝƌ�ŽĨ�ƐŚŽĞƐ͊ 
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ZŝƚĂ��ŽǀĞ 
͞DǇ�DŽƚŚĞƌ��ŶƚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌŬ�
&ŽƌĐĞ͟ 
KŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ZŽƐĂ�WĂƌŬƐ�
;ϭϵϵϳͿ� 


